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AUTOPSICAL OBSCURITY
A correspondent has forwarded the following particulars of the exami-
nation of the body of a female, who died recently, not far from Boston.
The circumstances in relation to the history of the individual, before death,
are substantially these :—A practising physician, in the early part of
January, in passing the door of a public house, was asked by a young
woman, whom be afterwards ascertained bad arrived in the evening stage,
if he were a physician. When informed on that point, she remarked that
she was indisposed, and desired his advice. Subsequently she expressed
a wish to be assisted in procuring reasonable lodgings, being too unwell
to provide for herself. This he humanely accomplished, and prescribed
some simple medical course, which he thought most conducive to her re-
storation. At the expiration of about a week, the neighborhood were
excited by the announcement of the death of the stranger woman. On
account of the mystery in which her appearance at first, and disappear-
ance at last, was involved, strange surmises seem to have been raised.
However, in conformity with general custom, the funeral took place on

the second or third day ; but the body was afterwards disinterred and
examined by several professional gentlemen, for the salisfaclion of a jury
of inquest. After the reader has finished the report below, we would
propound two or three questions— viz. had the deceased been pregnant ?
and if so, had artificial abortion been effected ? If not, how are the ap-
pearances of the uterine organs to be accounted for ?

Should these prefatory observations fall under the eye of any one who
is possessed not only of all the facts, but the opinions also of the medical
examiners, he will oblige us by communicating the particulars. We very
rarely receive a paper so thoroughly guarded, in every respect, that some
clue cannot be had, at least, to the writer's own view of what he minutely
details ; but in this instance there is a provoking obscurity, that seems to
be wholly unnecessary. Gratified, however, with possessing the careful
anatomical observations of an unknown correspondent, we shall manifest
no symptoms of impatience for further particulars till they are freely pre-
sented. Dr. Beck, we will venture to promise, would feel it a privilege
to be made acquainted with the whole story, which he would know how
to dispose of for the advantage of medical jurisprudence.
Post-mortem Examination of the body of Miss H. IJ. S. aged 27, seventy-

eight hours after death, Jan. 18, 1836.
External appearances.—Body of normal rotundity ; dark patches (su-

gillations) in dependent parts (say about the back and loins, &c.) ; cica-
trix about the umbilicus, the size of a half dollar ; yellow, elevated patch-
es over the sternum and on the right shoulder, supposed to have been
produced by some vesicatory. No marks of violence. Mammae unusu-

ally full, containing milk, which was readily pressed out ; areola darker
than natural. Mons veneris normal in fulness, &c. Os externum fully
dilated. Entrance of urethra visible, and readily admitted the catheter,
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by the side of which a small quantity of turbid urine escaped. The labia,
and vagina, which was visible through much of its extent, were discolor-
ed—dark. Odor from the vagina putrescent and highly offensive.

The abdomen was now laid open by an incision extending from the
ensiform cartilage to the symphysis pubis, and others from the umbilicus
to the superior anterior spinous processes of the ilia. The cellular mem-
brane of the parietes of the abdomen heavily loaded by adipose matter—
say three fourths of an inch in thickness. Omenturn in situ loaded with
adipose, and concealing the convolutions of the intestines—purulent mat-
ter in various spots upon its surface, more on the inferior than superior
portion. Sero-purulent matter in considerable quantity was removed
from the cavity of the abdomen—say six to eight ounces. Vessels of the
peritoneum lining the parietes of the abdomen finely injected. The
omentum slightly but extensively adherent to the intestines throughouttheir convolutions. On separating it from its adhesions, it was found to
be of ordinary thickness and less loaded with adipose than its appearance
in situ indicated. Its vessels throughout fully and minutely injected, in-
dicating grave inflammation. The inferior two thirds of the surface of
the intestines, as viewed in situ, were nearly covered with purulent mat-
ter. Intestines inflated, and the vessels of their serous coat finely inject-
ed. Convolutions of the intestines slightly adherent throughout—adhe-
sions stronger in their inferior portion. Stomach in situ inflated, and
vessels of the external coat very slightly injected. Uterus larger than in
an unimpregnated and healthy state, measuring, in its transverse diame-
ter, from two and a half to three inches, in its antero-posterior from two
to two and a half, and from neck to fundus from four to five inches. On
the posterior and superior of it was an abscess, the ulcerated surface of
which was an inch in length and half an inch in breadth. Fallopian tubes
and ovaría enlarged and inflamed. Urinary bladder empty and contract-
ed. The uterus was now removed, with a portion of the vagina. The
ulcerated surface externally was found to extend posteriorly to considera-
ble extent. Os uteri largely dilated. On laying open the uterus, its
walls were about an inch in thickness at the fundus, and the internal sur-
face was found to be inflamed throughout, and presenting, over about two
thirds of its surface, a dark-colored, granulated and ragged appearance.
The third part not presenting this appearance was situated around the os
uteri and the entrance of the left fallopian tube. On the anterior surface,
about an inch and a half from the entrance of the fallopian tube, a sub-
stance about half the size of a hen's egg, of dark color and granulated
texture, was found adhering to the uterus, which when removed left the
same granulated and ragged appearance as above described. Liver paler
than usual, otherwise normal. Gallbladder distended with yellow bile.
Pancreas and spleen normal. The stomach being removed and laid open,its internal surface was found covered generally with a dark greenish,viscid mucus. Vessels of the great curvature to some extent injected—
more slightly in other parts, A portion of the small intestines was re-
moved and laid open, the internal surface of which was thicklv covered
with adhesive mucus, and the vessels of the villous coat finely njected.The internal surface of the bladder, normal, The sternum being raised
in the usual manner, the viscera of the thorax were examined in situ, andpresented no unusual appearances. During the dissection, a pint or
more of sero-purulent matter was removed from the cavity of the abdo-
men. No chemical tests were used in the examination.
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Smallpox at JYcufoundland.—The smallpox appears to be committing
extensive ravages at St. Johns. The Newfoundland Patriot of the löth
ult. contains the following :—" Not the slightest abatement, wc arc sorry
to say, has taken place during the past week in this most malignant dis-
ease. Since ils appearance in this town, upwards of 500 individuals have
been swept away by it, and a large number of severe cases still exist* It
is no uncommon thing to see people with their faces covered with the pus-
tule, denoting the disease, transacting their ordinary business or walkingin the streets. We hear of no one taking tho disease, however, who has
been successfully vaccinated for the cowpock."

Third Jltmual Report of the State Lunatic Hospital.—Owing to the priorclaims of others, it will not be convenient to present a synoptical view of
this truly valuable report, for one or two weeks. It may be premised, in
the mean time, that Dr. Woodward sustains the character of the important
institution confided to his care, with distinguished ability. There is a

preciseness in the tabular portions of the pamphlet, which cannot fail to
interest the medical man as well as the philanthropist.

Comparative Pain and Constitutional Affections from Couching and Ex-
tracting the Cataract.—The people, and many practitioners, seem to have
an opinion that couching is attended with less pain and constitutional dis-
turbance, than extraction; but from considerable experience we are con-
vinced that this is not the fact. The introduction of the needle through the
sclerotic«; is generally attended with greater suffering at the moment, and
ajnuch deeper state ofnervous irritation, with nausea, than the incision of
the cornea; and the pressure of the dislocated lens is more severely felt
by the patient, than its escape from the eye. These facts, with many
others, lead us to prefer extraction to depression, provided, of course, thatthe state of the cornea and anterior chamber be such as to favor the for-
mer operation.—West. Jour, ofMod. and Phys. Sciences.

An Herbivorous Man.—Anthony Julian, a native of Var, fell suddenly
into such poverty during his youth, that he was compelled to eat plants.
That which was at first painful food, soon became an object of choice ;
and although in a few months his situation was altered, he continued to
live on raw vegetables, with the exception of a little bread and wine,
which he could without any sacrifice forego. The digestion of his new
food was perfect, and his health and strength increased in an extraordinary
manner.—Bull, de Se. and Arts of Varr.

Medical Miscellany.—Lectures in the Medical Department of the Uni-
versity of Vermont, at Burlington, will commence on Wednesday, March
9th. There are three professors, one of whom, Prof. Benedict, is well
known in this region for his profound knowledge in natural philosophy
and chemistry.—Five hundred dollars have been presented to the Lying-
in Hospital, in this city, within a few days, by Theodore Lyman, Esq. of
Waltham, an almoner to all our charitable institutions. The last quar-
terly meeting of the Boston Medical Association was held at Dr. Benj.
ShurtleiPs, on Friday evening, where hospitality, elegance and comfort
were coyibined. Had a stranger been present, he would have discovered
the secret by which such a multitude of doctors live on the most friendly

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at WEILL CORNELL MEDICAL COLLEGE LIBRARY on June 24, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



terms, notwithstanding the popular slander that two of a trade can never

agree.—The Boston Society for Medical Improvement are said to have
collected a mass of curious and instructive papers. Is there no way to
be devised by which they may be given to the profession ?—It is under-
stood that Dr. Warren does not wish to be considered a candidate for the
presidency of the State Medical Society the ensuing year. The name of
a candidate as his successor will be duly announced.

To Correspondents.—The following papers are on file for insertion: Cases
in Pathological Anatomy—Death by Lobelia—Singular Case of Worms—Virtues
of the Chimaphila umbellata—with others before noticed.-The writer of a letter
signed " A Friend," is informed that his request will be complied with when we
are informad who will be responsible for payment.

Died—In this city, William Spooner, M.D. aged 76, the senior member of the
Boston Medical Association. Will some gentleman, familiar with Dr. Spooner's
professional history, have the goodness to furnish a biographical sketch of his
character ?
WJlole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Feb. 19, 39. Males. 20—Females, 19.

Of consumption, 10—murdered, 1—teething, 1—infantile, 2—childbed, 1—dropsy on the brain,!
—affection of the brain, 1—old age, 2—lung fever, 4—nstlnnn, I—intemperance, 3—dropsy, 2—can-
ker, 1—canker of the bowels, 1—measles, 1—inflammation oí the bowels, 1—cancer in the breast, 1
—paralytic, 1—bur», 1. Stillborn, 2.

SURGICAL NOTICE. TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.
The attention of the Medical Profession is respectfully invited to the report of the gentlemen com-
posing the Committee of the Philadelphia ¡Medical Society, appointed to investigate the merits of the
various instruments now before the public, for the treatment of hernia and radical cure of Ihis dis-
ease, published in the North American Medical and Surgical Journal for the present month (Februa-
ry), by order of the Society.
Since the above report, important improvements have been made in the different instruments as

adapted to the varieties of this disease, and the improvements referred to by the Committee, as being
under consideration at the time of the report, now constitute a part of this set of instruments.
These instruments will be placed in the hands of the profession only, believing, with the Commitee

above referred to, that no Truss capable of producing a radical cure in hernia, can be used except by
a surgeon, and that no Truss should be applied except by those versed in the anatomy of hernia, and
principles of surgery.Surgeons throughout the United States, are invited to take an interest in the use of these
instruments.
Any information in relation to the above instruments and method of treating this disease, will be

freely given to the profession.
See advertisement in the preceding number (November) of the North American Journal.

Address (free of expense),
111 SouthQlh St. Philadelphia. HEBER CHASE.

MEDICAL INSTRUCTION.
The subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of medical instruction,and will receive pupils on the following terms:
The pupils will be admitted to the practice of the Massachusetts General Hospital, and will receive

clinical lectures on the cases they witness there. Instruction, by lectures or examinations, will be
given in the intervals of the public lectures, every week day.
On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women and Children, and on Chemistry, by Da. Channing.
On Physiology, Pathology, Therapeutics, and Materia Medica, " Da. Wíre.
On the Principles and Practice of Surgery _-------" Dr. Otis.
On Anatomy _--.___------" Dr. Lewis.
The students are provided with a room in Dr. Lewis's house, where they have access to a largolibrary. Lights and fuel without any charge. The opportunities for acquiring a knowledge of Anato-

my are not inferior to any in the country.The fees are $100—to be paid in advance. No credit given, except on sufficient security of some
person in Boston, nor for a longer period than six months.

Applications are to be made to Dr. Walter Channing, Tremont Street, opposite the Tremont House,Boston. WALTER CHANNING,JOHN WARE,Jan 20—lyep GEORGE W. OTIS, JR.
WINSLOW LEWIS, JR.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by D.
CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications must
be addressed, post-paid. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D.Editor. It is also published in Monthly Parts, on the
1st of every month, each Partcontaining the weekly numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a
cover.—Price $3,00 a year in advance, $11,50 after three months, and $4,00 If not paid within the
year.—Every seventh copy, gratis_Postage the same as for a newspaper.
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